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(Plebejus argus)

Underside

If you encounter blue 
butterflies in any sizeable 

number on heathland, they 
are likely to be silver-

studded blues.

However, if you are able to 
get a closer look, there are 

some key differences to 
look out for that can clinch 

a definitive ID.

Silver-Studded Blue

Silvery-blue spots 
on rear of hindwing 

usually present 

No spot near to 
the body on 
forewing

Common Blue

Spot near to 
the body on 
forewing

Brown Argus

No spot near to 
the body on 
forewing

Figure of 8 
mark close to 
the top edge 

of the hind 
wing

Holly Blue

Pale blue with 
black spots –No 
orange spots

All photos: ©Michael Jones

Silver-Studded Blue

Male

Female

V2 - 2021



Thames Basin Heaths Partnership
Sharing the story of our heathlands across Surrey, Hampshire & Berkshire

Silver-Studded Blue

Holly Blue

Upperside

No spot near to 
the body on 
forewing

Silvery-blue spots on 
back of hindwing 

usually present 

Common Blue (Male)

Thin black outer 
band with white 

trim

Bright blue 
upper wings

Holly Blue (Female)

Thick black wing tip 
markings

Bright blue 
upper wings

Thick black 
outer band 
with white 

trim

Silver-Studded Blue (Male)

Inky-blue upper 
wings

Silver-studded blues fly weakly and usually do not fly more than a few centimetres 
above the ground – often turning round if they encounter an obstruction.

Silver-Studded Blue (Female)

No clear 
black 

spot on 
forewing

Brown upper 
wings

Very weak  
orange 
markings - if 
even present

All photos: ©Michael Jones

Figure of 8 
mark close to 
the top edge 

of the hind 
wing

Brown Argus (Male)

Black spot on 
forewing

Strong 
orange 
markings

Recording

Use this guide to confirm ID and then log all 
your sightings with the free

iRecord Butterflies app.

For more information, 
check out: -

www.tbhpartnership.org.
uk/news/silver-studded-

blue-butterfly
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https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/recording-and-monitoring/irecord-butterflies
http://www.tbhpartnership.org.uk/news/

